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COMM“ISSIONER$ 
Captain Joseph Tubridy, 
TEE S, 5, 

(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 

JOACHIM RUOFF, a witness, took the stand and testifieä 
as follows; 
BY THE COMMISSIONER; 

Will the witness stand, raise his right hand and repeat 
after me; 

I swear by God, the Aädmishty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withholä and add nothing, 

(The witness repesteä the oath.) 

Q What is your name? 

A Joachim Ruoff, 

Q You may sit down. 

DR. KOESSEL$ The witness, Ruoff, will be questioned con- 
cerning the question of the prticipation of the Waffen SS; 

(&) Om the running of concentration camps. 


(b) Concerning the Einsatzgroups of the Security Police of 


(ec) Concerning the partisan activities of Obergruppenfuehrer 
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von dem Bach Zelewski. 


(4) Aleo the responsibilities of the Waffen SS and also the activities 
of the so-called "nominellen" SS members, 

DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
BY DR. KOESSEL; 

Q Witness, when and in what position were you active in the SS leader- 
ship office, 

A Since May 1, 1942, I was 1-A öf the SS Main Leadership August and 
since August, 1942 I was chief of the leadership group of the Kommandeure 
office or leading office of the Waffen SS. My rank was that of Colonel 
of the Waffen SS, 

Q Did you in your activities see or have insight into all basic 
matters that concerneä the Waffen SS? 

A Yes, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadership Office give any orders to the Command 
posts or to the guarding battallions of the concentr=tion camps? 

A No. 

Q Did the SS Main Leadership office give any orders to the commenders 
or to the gu:räing battallions of the @oncentration camps concerning the 
treatment of pfisoners? 

A No, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadership office issue any orders to the command 
posts or to the zuaräing battal’ions of the eoncentration camps concerning 
the release of prisoners or orders conceming the killing of prisoners? 


A No, 
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Q Did the SS Main Leadership office receive any reports concerning 
activities from the concentration camp commenders or did they receive 
reports concerning the conditions in these camps? 

A %o. 

Q Did the SS Main leadershin Office have the duty to check the 
concentration camps? 

A No, 

Q Diä the SS Main Leadership Office have any personnel records con- 
cerning the offices which were in the front units of the SS}? 

A Yes, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadershin office have any personnel recoräs 
concerning the offices which were in the training or replacement units 
of the Waffen SS} 

A Yes, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadershiv office have any influence concerning 
the replacement of offices in the front in the replacement units of the 
Waffen 55? 

A Yes, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadership office heve any personnel records con- 
cerning the command post personnel of the concentration campe? 

A No, 

Q Did the SS Main Leadership office have any influence concerning 
the men in the concentration camps, the commandants or his aidest? 


A No, 


of units of the concentration camps? 


Q Diä the SS Main Leadership office have any infdiience on tle guarding 3 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY:; Which SS do you mean? The Waffen SS? 
DR. KOESSEL; Yes, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; Please make it clear in your questions that 
you mean the Waffen SS, 
BY DR. KOESSEL; 
Q Did the Gusrd units and the Command personnel of the concentration 


canps wear the uniform of the Waffen SS during the wart 


A The gmard units of the concentration ramps did wear the uniform of 


the Waffen SS, I do not know anything =bout the members of the command 


posts, 

Q How did it come about then that the SS Main Leadershio Office and 
the leadershir office of the Waffen SS in the SS Main Leadership office had 
nothing to do with the gusrd units and command personnel of the concentration 
Camps? 

fact that the 

A Due to the/duties of guarding the concentration camps and duties in 

commend. personnel of concentration camps were not the duties ol the Waffen 

the guarä personnel of the concentration camps were only made part of 

SS as purely an externel measure in order to make it more uniform, 

Q Were there also single persons, that is individuals, that wore 
the uniform of the SS and only helonged to the SS in a purely formel manner, 
but did not have anytying to do with the work of the Waffen SS® If so, give 
us some examples, 

A It was the higher SS and police leaders, who were active in the anti- 


vartisan activities and in the Prisoner of War system. There men needed 2 


militery rank since in carrying out their duties, they at times received 


some army personnel for their support and aid, The only way that Himmler 
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could give these men such 2 command. jurisdicetion was to give them a rank 

in the Waffen SS, Himmler also in order to get around the so-calleä U.K,. 
regulation, the regulation that a person was absolutely essential and 

could not be used for frokt duty, gave these peonple a rank in the Waffen 

55. All the duties that these peon!e had were not the duties of the Waffen 
SS and that is why the SS Main Leadershin office did not have any influence 
on the activities of these persons. The S® Main beadershin office did not 


knw when any such persons were taken over, 


Q Did you say you had an insight into the front and replacement units 
of the Waffen SS? 

A Yes, 

Q Would you also know that there was one company each with the various 
Einsatzserpuppens of the SS and Security Police in Russiall 

4 No, I would not know that. 

Q How is that? 

A The SS Main Leadershin office did not have any insight into the 
orga: ization of the Reichs Security Office, therefore, I never äid find out 
that there was any Einsatsgruppens of the Secu-ity Police and SR SD in Russia» 
and did not know what their activities were. I did find out in 1943 that in 
1941 three or four SS compenies were detescheä and made guard units for certain 
police staffs, If there were any companies of the Waffen SS in the so-called 
Einsatsgroups of the Security Police and the SS, then it could have been only 


these three or four companies. The Main Leadership Office of the SS was never 


informed of the activities of these companies, Pe 
I 
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Q You, therefore, say under oath as I-A of the SS Lesdership office 
and as chief of the SS Leadership office of the Waffen SS that you did not 
know of the activities of the Einsatzgroups of the Security Police and SD? 

A Yes, I diä not have any knowledge, 

Q Did you ever work on any kind of orders in the SS Main leaderehip 
office which ordereä the SS to carry out certain crimes against the Inter- 
national rights and rules of warfere and against humanity, as is expressed 
by the prosecution or did you ever hear of any euch orders that even came 
close to it? 

A No, 

Q (Can you tell me the official reasons or the officisl rules, according 
to which members of the Weffen SS were promoteä? 

A The promotions were carried out under the army service rule 29-A, 

Q Did the higher SS and polie leaders have the right to use replace- 
ments and front units of the Waffen SS for replacement purposes? 

No. 

Diä they receive permission for that? 
Yes. 

In what special zanss cases? 

A The command posts or command troops of the ermy could transfer 
certein units of the Waffen SS that were under their command tothe derson 
in charge of anti-pertisan actions. If the secondary leading higher SS 
and police Leaders declared as partisen areas a section and re iuested 
that replacem“nts of the Waffen SS, which were at the time in their area, 


they could make the request for short terms and they would be used in znti- 
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partisan warfare,aran Such requests were made to the SS Main Leadership office 
and. the 55 Main Leadership office turned down the request due to military 
reasons and in case the higher SS and police leadership did not accept this 
refusal, then a certain decision had to be made by Himmler persmnaly. Himmler 
did approve some cases and this brought some of these units in enti-pertisen 
werfare, 

Q Did the SS Main leadershin office hafd over any troons to the com- 
manders of the anti-partisen section for the duration of the war or at least 
for a long period? 

A No, 

a As I understand this, the chief of the enti-partisen section zroups 
could zet units of the Waffen SS by way of the army? 

A Yes, the arm was in complete command of the Waffen SS units, which 
had been nut under its comand. The responsible army hesdquarters could at 
any time, without the consent of the Waffen SS or Himnler, order some of the SS 
units to anti-partisan warfare. This dic happen very seldom because the head- 
quarters of the army were interested in us&hg the Wnits of the Waffen SS at the 
front. 

\ General of 

Q Diä these higher SS and police leaders that had the title of/the Waffen 
SE, have greater power over the Waffen SS units in their area then the 
other SD and higher police leaders? 

A No, there was no authority for ordering SS units connected with the 
title of the General of the Waffen SS. 

Q Did you in your office have any personal connection with commanders of 


units of the Weffen SS on the front? 
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A In the three years I spent in the SS Main Leadership Bffäce no 
commenders or higher staff officers of the SS units came to me at regular 
intervals, that is both of the front units and those of the renlecement 
units, 

Q Dia you during any vieits hear anything concerning extermination 
of parts of the population or of other actions against humanity or ageinst 
the rules of warfare? 

A No. 

Q I heve no further auestions. 

BY MR. ELLWYN JONES; 

Q What was the relationship between the SS Main Leadership Office 
and the Totenkopfverbaende? 

A The SS Totenkopfverbaende was an independant unit end they under 
under the command of tke SS Mein Leadership office only at the time when 
they became members of the Waffen SS, 

Q Diä you yourself visit concentration camps? 


I was once in the concentration camp Oranienburg. 


A 
Q When was that? 
A 


That was in 1%] in the first qarter of the year in either February 
or March, 
“ That was shortly before the extermination of Jews, was it not? 
A I don't know anything concerning the extermination of Jews, 
Q You know nothing about it at all? When did you first hear about 


the exterminstion of Jews? 


A I heard of the extermination of Jews only after the capitulation, 
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Q Are you seriously saying that to the Commissioner? 


A Yes, 

Q The Waffen SS was used for hanging anä shooting people in occupied 
territory, was it not? 

A I don't know anything 2bout that. 


Q Do you know Major General Obergruppenfuehrer Juettner of the 


A Yes, he was my chief in the SS Main leadership office, 

Q That is why I am now surprised that you say you know nothing about 
the hangings and shootings in occupied territory. Let me read to you a 
letter written by Juettner on 14 October 1941, It is PS 1942 - U,S, 471, 
It is adäressed to the Reichsfuehrer SS end the subject is "Intermediate 
report on the civilian state of emergency." The letter reads as follows} 

"I deliver the following report regarding the commitment of the 
Waffen SS in the Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia during the civilian 
state of emergencyt 

"In the mutual changes, all Battalions of the Waffen SS in the 
Protectorate Bohemie and Moravia will be brought forth for shootings, and 
relatively for the supervision at hangings,. 

"Up until now there occured; 


in Prague: 
99 shootings 


£l hangings 
in Bruenn 54 shootings 


17 hangings 


191 executions (including 16 
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"A complete report regerding other measures and onthe emduct of the 
officers, non-coms and men will be made following the termination of the 
civilian estate of emergency," | 

(THB DOCUMENT IS HANDED TO THE WITNESS) 

Q Are you still saying that the Waffen SS had nothing to do with the 
terrior in the occupieä countries? 

A I know of this report. These matters, which are described in the 
report, happened before I entered the SS Main Leaderehio office, During 
my duty in the S5 Main Leadership office no such actions were ever mentioned 
to me or brought to my attention end this letter also was never brought to 
my attention during my years at the SS Leadership Office, also hefore I 
became a member or started working in the SS Mein Leadership office, I 
did not hear anything about any such actions, 

0 Diä you know that it was a fact that units of the Waffen SS were 
participating in the activities of the Einsatzgroups? 

A No, 

Q But, there were hundreds of them teking part in these murderous 
activities of these Einsatzgroups. 

A I hearä of the existance of these units here in the wing of this 
prison.Buring the war, I did not hear the name of Einsatzeroups and I did 
not know anyt'ing about them. I also did not know that any SS men perticipated 

Q Did you kno@ of the activities for instance of Action Group A? 

B DR. KOESSEL: I don't think that this question is permissable 
since the witness says he does not know anything about the Einsatzeroups 


and therefore cannot say he know anything about that group, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY:; That is what del trying to find out, 
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BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Q You certainly know of the activities of Group A as there were 
340 Waffen SS men in it? 

A I did not know anything - not the least - nothing about any 
Einsatzgrouns and not about Einsatzgroup A either. 

Q Does it surprise you to know that there were 340 Waffen 55 men 
in that group? 

A It does not surprise me because I read it in the indictment, 

Q Do you know that whenever there was any really brutual or ruthless 
action to be carred out, especially in the eastern territory, that it was 
men from the Waffen SS selected for those tasks? 

A This idea is completely new to me, 

) The menbership of the Waffen SS was a membership of ruthless Nazis, 
was it not? 

A One cannot speak, in my opinion, of the ruthlessnees of the men of 
the Waffen SS. From the reports I had, from the many field commandere, 
concerning the large number of actions in which Waffen SS men participated, 

etrictly 
I found out that the SS not only auntuxakix obeyed the international rules 
of warfare, such as for instance carrying back the woundeä prisoners, but 
they also within the sconpe of possibility attemoted to aid and support the 
civilien population in the area as far as medical aid, etc. was concerned,. 

Q Did you a of Himmler!s Posen speech in 1943? 

A I now that in Posen there was a meeting of hizsher members of the 


SS and even thoush I did not hear any further details about it, I can imagine 


he held a speech there, 
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Q Do you know what he said? 

A I only know the excerpts which are mentioned in the indictment. 
a Did you not hear of that important event yourself in 1943 when 
you were at the headauarters of the Waffen ss? 

A I did hear, as I already mentioned, that there was a meeting 
in Posen and that the Higher SS leaders were there. I personally was not 
there and I did not hesr what the speech was about. 

Q Himmler was the indoctrinator of the SS. He was the Reichsfuehrer 


and the man who indoctrinated the SS, was he not! 


A Yes, Mimmler as the chief of the 55 was the second in command of 


Q And the men of the Waffen SS woulä follow his teachings to the 
last. That is one of the things they were taught - to follow immz implicit 
obediance to Himmler, were they not? 

A I belong to the SS since 1981 until. the capitulation in 1945 and 
äuring that time I was never required to blind obedience. I did not 
consider my duty of obedience at any time greater then that of any soldier, 
In the education of the employees under my command, I taught them time 
and time again that there obedience was not to be blind, but should be 
connected with sensibility. 

Q Let me read you what Himmler has to say about blind obedience in 
his Posen speech. It is Document PS 1919- U.5. Exhibit 170 - Page 6 - 
Persgranh 2, 

"] would like here t0 state something clearly and uneauivocally: 


It is ae matter of course that the little man must obey. It is even more 


1 r 
a matter of course that the senior leaders of the SS, that is, the whole 
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corps of Gruppenfuhrer, are a model of blind vbedience," 
That wes taught to the SS, that was one of the basic principles of 

your existance in the SS, blind obedience to Hitler end Himmler, was it 
not? 

A No, I did not know of anything that. I hed a little lareer scope 
of view and I did not know that such blind obedience was reauwired. I have 
known throush the speeches and the decrees that he spoke in a superlative 
and exaggerated term, In my opinion Himmler had an inferior complex which 
he trieä to hide through a specially exaggerated strong appesrance,. 

Q He had an inferiority complex which made him the greatest murderer 
in human history, did he not? 

A If the actions of Himmler, which I was informed about after the 
capitulation are connected with his inferiority complex, I do not know, 

Q But, you do know that he was the greatest murderer history has ever 
known, don't you. 

A That he was one of the greatest murderers in all times, that I am 
sure, but I cannot check it as to the number. 

3 

Q He and the SS organization under him MORE SORRY SON blood and scientifkce- 
ally millions of human beings? 

A That he did that I am sure and there was enoueh proof of it which 
wes shown to the population of Germany, however, to what extent his organiza- 
tion was involved in this I am not clear todey. That some members of the SS 
did participate in these murders, I have seen through these trials, but how 
far the organization as such was connected with it, I do not know. I do 
know that: at the time during the war I that had a very large view within the 5 


SS Main Leadership office did not know anything about any participation of the 
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Waffen SS and from the proof that I have been shown now after the capitulation, 
concerning the participation of some small units of the Waffen SS in this, I 
do say that there were only a very tiny part of the Waffen 55 and that the 
organization as such cannot be bianea in this matter, 

Q Himmler was the leader of the Waffen SS was he not} 

& Yes, 

He was the model in belief, behaviour and opinion, was he not? 
No, Himmler was even before the war and especially during the war, not 

accepted or not approved of by a large number of the higher SS leaders whom 
I knew. The better they knew him, the more they did not agree with him. 

Q Diä they take any sort of action agsinst him to check the mass 
killings that he wes pertating? 

A I did not even think about any Rn thing es 1 did not know about the 
mase killings, 

Q Wes there ever any resistance in the SS against the policies of Himmler 
and you knew perfectly well what that policy was? 

A As I had already stated befoze, there was some kind of resistence, 
if only by its decree, concerning Himmler's opinions and some of the orders 
he issued, I cannot say anything concerning these acts, which you mentioned, 
as I think you mean the mass killings, zbout which I did not Ikmow. 

Q One last matter. Why is it that this formal renk in the Waffen SS 
was given to certain leading Nazis. What was the purpose of that? 

A The reason for this issuing of rank was that the higher 55 leaders, 
or just the SS leaders, which were under the command of Himmler and whose 


activities were over a very broad area, at times needed military forces. The 
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reason for this rank was that in carrying out these mititary actions concern- 
ing which they had received orders, they needed at times military units to 
aid them and in order to get them they had to be soldiers, 

@ Men like Ribbentrop, he was given a rank in the SS, was he not? 

& Ribbentrop had a rank in the SS, but not in the Waffen SS, In other 
words it was not a military rank 

*“ Who were these sdäitional persons that were given this formal menber- 
shin in the Waffen SS? 

Schellenberg 

A May I give an example, NmzEkzx took over in 1944 the militsry 
counter intelligence, which was an office in the OKW and it was a command 
over military forcer, Since he needed a military rank to hold that position, 
Himmler took the only possible way of giving him such a mi'itary rank by 
making him a brigadier general in the Waffen SS - the SS Main Leadershin» 
office, without his having any insight or influence into the work of 
Schilienberg's office, I want to also point out that a high SS ladder ettemptd 
very hard to receive such 2 rank in the Weffen SS since a rank in the Waffen 
SS gave him considerable prominence and good-will within the Geman peop!l: „ 
That is how Kaltenbrunner, who was a superior to Sch#bllenberg, received a 
military rank in the Waffen SS. Since the militarv office of the counter 
steilen with Schellenberg as its head were under His command, therefore, 
this rank of Kaltenbrunner was purely formal but without the leadership of 
the Waffen SS having kind of influence on Kaltenbrunner, In order to prevent 
a misunderstanding, I want to point out thet Kaltenbrunner received his rank 
in the Waffen SS shortly before Sch@llenberg did. The one reason I can see 


for this is that he probably was not supposed to be hurt by the fact that 
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Schillenb>rg received a rank before he, 
Q The Waffen SS was the Nazi elite of the German armeä forces, was 


it not? 


A The Waffen SS troons were an elite of the army, but they were not 


a Netional Socialistic elite. The things they needed to be of the elite 


of the National Socialist party in a political way, that was miseing and 
was increased only due to the increase in the Waffen SS during thewar, 

Q The young men who were drafted in the Waffen SS were proud to go 
into this organization, were they not? 

A That is without a doubt the case with respect to those men that 
entered the Waffen SS voluntarily, but these men that were drafted into 
the SS. were very often against being ärafted into the Waffen SS. The 
reason for this was that from the many army reports it was evidence that 
the Waffen SS always was at the key po'nt of battle, It was very easy 
reasoning to figure out these units therefore ha“ a much greater percentage 
of casualties than other army units, 

Q And the morale of the Waffen SS was higher than in any other Germen 
unit? 

A No, I don!t say that as the army too hed such gbrte units, which were 
basically formed the same insofar »e the selection and volunteering of 
recruits as the Waffen SS, 

& I heve not further auestions, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Any further questions? Dr. Koessel, do you have 


any questions? 


DR. KOESSEL; No, 
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e e. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We are Lech with this witness 


We will have a recess for ten ERER, 
(TE COMVISSION RECESSED AT 1130 HOURS.) 
The foregoing ie a true and correct transcript of the testimony 
of JOACHIN RUOFF t=eken on 29 June, 1946, 
Alıı_ Mahn 


Renorter (Pg. 1 - 17) u 


CERTIFIED TO; 
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JOLCHDI RUOGFF, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 


nis richt hand and ropest after ne: 


E} 


I svtear by God te „dm. = and Omniscient, that I will speak the 
truth and will Id and add. authinge 
(The witness repestei tho oathe) 
Q Ihatis 
At achim Ruof 


Q 


DR. KOESSEL? The witness, Ruoff, will be auestioned concerning 


question of the participation of the Waffen SS? 


(2) On tho running of the concantration camss 


(b) Concerning the Einsatzr:aups of the Security Police of the Si 


(e) Concerninz the parti activitios of Obergruppenfuchrer von 


dem Bach Zelcwski. 


(d) Also the rosponsibilities of the Waffen SS and also the activiti- 


of the so=called Mnominellen!! SS members 


Dez ı 
DIRE"T EXANINATION 
DR. KOESSEL: 
“ Witness, then and in what position were ym active in the SS 


dership officce 


A Since "May 1, 1942, I was I-A of the SS Main Leadership August 


and since August 1912 I was chicf the leadership group of the Kommandeure 


office or leading office of the Waffen My rak was that of Coloncl of tha 


Waffen 5Se 


our or have insight into all basic 
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matters that cecncerned the “Taffen SS? 
Ä Yes, 


Q Did the SS Main Leadership Office give any orders to the Command 


posts or to the puarding battalions of the concentration canps? 


the SS Main Leadership office give any orders to the command. 


7 


or to the guarding battalions of the concentration camps conceming the trant- 
ment of prisoners? 


N 0e 


n 


Q Did the SS Main Leadership offieea issue any orders to the command 
posts or to the jmarding battalions -f the concentration camps concerning 
the release of prisaners or ordors concemiäin; the killings of prisoners? 

NOs 
Did the Main Lendereiip office receive any reports concernin- 
from the concentration camp commanders or did they receive repor“: 
concerning the conditions in these cams? 
Noe 
Q d the 55 !ain Leadership Office have the duty to check the 


concentrati 


Q Did the SS Main Lesdership Office have any personnel records 
cuncernins tho sffices wich wora ii. the front units »f the SS? 
i Yese 7 

Did the SS Main Lea: ip office have any personnel records 
concerning the offices which wore in the training or replacement units of 


the Tlaffen SS? 

Q Did the SS Main Leadersh: ; Office have any influence concemins 
the roplacement of offices in tho front in the replacement units of the 
Wallen SS? 


A Yes r} 


Q Did the SS Main Leadership Office have any personnel records 


eonecerning the command post personnel of the eoncentration camps? 


Teadership office have any influence cecncerninz 


PIAA 
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the men in the concentration camps, the commandants or his aides? 

N a 

Q s) ai ership office have any influence on the zuarin 
of units of the concentration cams? 

GIPTAIN TUBRIDY: TMich SS do you mean? The 'Iaffen 55? 

DR. KORSSEL: Yese 

CHPTLIN TUBRIDI Please make it clear in your question that yau ı 
the Waffen 55. 
BY DR. KOESSEL: = 

Q Did the Ward units ahd the Command persaonnel of tne concentratiun 
camps wear the uniforn of the Yallen SS 

A mard units of tho eoncontrati: nns (id wear the uniform 
of the Tlaffen SSe do not know auythin:; about the members of the command 
posts, 

Q How did it some about then that the SS Main Leadership Office and 


dership Office of the TMaffen in the SS Main Ion \ership office had 
ey 4 


to do with the guard units and command personnel of the concentration 


Due to tho fact that the Guties of zusrdins the concentration 
ic, Cuties in tho cormand norscnnel of concentration canps were not the 
the "ffen 55, tie Zuard personnel of the concentration camps 
mace part of the 55 as »urely an external measure in order to make 
it nore uniform 
poersons,that is individuals, that wore the 
uniform of the SS and only belonged to the SSina purely formal manner, but 
aid not! havo anything to do with the work of the Waffen SS? If so, give us 


sone cexanplose 


A It was the hishor SS and police loaders, who were active in tha 


enti-partisan ncetivities and in the Prisoner of lar systene These men neode! 


a military rank since in ea ‚rrying their duties, they at timos received 
u OD 3 d 


sale army personnel for their suppert and aid, The only way that Himmler 
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could give these men such a command jurisclietion was to give thamn rank in 
the Weffen SS. Himmlır also in order to get around the so-called U,K, regu- 
lation, the regulation that a person was absolutely essential and could not be 
used far front duty, gave those permle a rank in the Waffen 55. All the dutics 
that these people had were not the du-.es of the Waffen SS and that is why the 
SS Moin Leadership office did not have any influence on the activities of th 
personss The SS Main Leadership office did not know when any such persons 
taken over, 

0 Did you say you had an insi;ht into the front and replacenment units ol 
thc Vaffen SS? 

A Yes, 

Q Would you also know that there was ons company each with the various 

pens of the SS and Sceurity Police in Russia, 


No, I woull not knaw that, 


Tho 83 Mnin Leadership office did not have any insi;ht into the or 


zation of thc Reichs Sceurity Office, therefore, I never cid find out that 


there was any Einsats;ruppens of the Sceurity Police and SD in Russia and cid 
not know what their activitics wer., id find out in 1943 thet in 1941 thro 
or four SS companies werc lctached an. mace guard units for certain police 
staffs. If there were any companies of the Waffen SS in the so-called 


Finsatzgroups of the Security Police and the SS, then it could have been only 


these three ar four comnnnies. The Mein Leadership Office of the SS was never 
inforrmed of the activities of these companics, 

Q You, therefore, say under oath as I-ü of the SS Leadership office a 
as chiof of the SS Leadership office of the Waffen SS that ya Aid not xıgow or 
the netivitias af the Einsatzgroups of the Sceurity Police and SD? 

A Yes, I Zid not have any kna.lLcedse, 

Q. Did you ever work on any kind. of orders in tha 55 Main leadership 
offies which ordurel the SS to earry out certaincrimes against the Inter- 
nntional rishts an! rules of wnrfnre and agsinst humanity, as is axpresscu by 
the prosceution or (id you ever hear of any-such orders that even came close 


to 167 
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Q Can you tell me the officiol rensons or the official rules, according; 
to which manbers of the !nffen SS wir; promst cd? 

A The promotions were carried out under the army service rule 29-/, 

Q Did the hi;her SS and police lenders have the right to usc rcplacı— 
ments ond front units of thc ilaffen SS for roplaccnent purposcos? 

A No & 

Did thoy rceeive permission for that? 
Yos, 
In what special cases? 

A The comman! posts or command troops of the army could transfer certzin 
units of thc Yalfen SS that were under their conmend to the person in charge 
of anti-partisan actions, If the sceoncary leading hisher SS and police leader: 
Ceelared as partisan arcas a seeticn nd rcquestec that replacenents of the 
Waffen 35, which were at the tiac in their arca, they could makc the request 
for short terms and they ‘ be uscd in anti-partisan warfarc, Such requests 
werc mode to thce SS M cacership office and the SS Main Leec.ership office 
turnec, dom thu request duc to military roasons and in caso thc hi-her SS and 
policc Leadership il not accept this refusal, then a certain dceision had 
be mece by Himmler personally, Hiumler ciQ approve Some cascs and this bro 
some of these units in anti-pnrtisan varfare, 


E 


Q Did the SS Main Leadership office hand over any troops to the cam- 


mandors of the anti-partisan scetic:: _ = the duration of the war or ot. least 


for 2 long period? 


Q As I understand this, thc chicf of the nti-partisan scetion groups 
coul“ zct units of the "Inffen SS by wey oft hc army? 

4 Yes, thc army was in completc command of the Waffen SS units, which ha.. 
been put under its command. The responsible army headquarters could at any ti.. 
without tho consent of the Waffen S3 or Hiumler, order some of the SS units % 
anti-partisan warfarc. This did happen very scldom because the hesdquarters «af 
the arıy were interested in usin; the units of the Waffen SS at the front. 

Did these hicher SS and police leaders that had the title of Genernl 
of the !iaffen SS cil they have grester power- over the \Iaffen SS units in their 


arca. tion ths other SD and hisher police lenders? 
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4 No, there was no authority for ordering SS units connected with the 
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titlc of the General of the Veffen SS, 

Q Dice you in your office have any personal connection with commanders of 
units of the Yıaffen SS on the front? 

4 In the three years I spont in thce SS Mein Leacership Officco no command- 
urs or hicher staff officers of the SS units came to me at regular intervals, 
that is both of the front units nd those of the replacenmcent units, 

Q Did you cduring any visits hesr anythin; concernin; &termination of 
parts of thc population or of other actions against humanity or against the 
rulcs of warfare? 

A No, 

Q I have no further questions, 

CROSS 1.HMINATION 
BY MR. ELLINN JONES: 


Q hat was the relationship beticen the SS Yin Leadership Office and 


tho Totenkopfrerbacnde? 


Totenkopfverbacnde was an independant unit and they under the 


iin Leadership office only at the time when they becane 


Did you yoursclf visit concentration camps? 
onee in ths concentration camp Oranienburg. 

hen was that? 

Tnast was in 1941 in the first quartır of the year in either February 
March, 

That was shortly before the wriermination of Juws, was it nob? 

I con!t know anythin; concernin;z the cxtermination of Jews, 

You know nothin; about it at all? Tihen did you first hear about th 
&xtermination of Jews 


A I heard of thu extermination of Jews only after the capitulation. 
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Q äre you seriously saying that to the Commissioner? 


A Yes. 


% The Waffen SS was used for hanging and shooting people in occupied 


territory, was it not? 
A I con't know anything about that. 
Q Do you know Major General Übergruppenfuehrer Juettner of the SS? 
A Yes, he was my chief in the SS Main leadership office, 
Thatis why I am now surprised that you say you know nothing 
the hangings and shootir;s in the occupied territory. let me read to you a 
letter written by Jwttner on ll, October 194,1. It is FS 1912- U. 5. 171. 
It is addressed to the lteichsfueh. . SS and the subject is "Intermediate 
report on the civilian state of ex.vr;encey", The letter reads as follows: 
"I deliver the following report regarding the commitment of the 
Wafien SS in the Frotectorate Bohemia and Moravia during the civilian state 
of emerse 
"In the mutual changes, all Battalions of the Waffen SS in the 
Frotectorate Bohemia and Koravia will be brought forth for shootirzs, and 


relatively for the supervision at 


in Bruenn 
shootings 


17 hangings 
Total 191 executi ns (including 16 Jews) 
"} complete report regarding other measures and on the conduct 
of the officers, non-coms and men will be made following the termination 
of the civilian state of emefgency." 
(The Docwment is handed to the witness) 

Q Are you still saying that the Waffen SS had nothrng to do with 
the terror in the occupied countrios? 

A I know of this report, These matters, which are described in 


the report, happened before I.entered the SS Main Leadership office, During 





mm 


my duty in the SS Main Jeadership -“"fice no such 2ctions were ever mentioned 
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to me or brought to my attention vac Shis letter also was never brought to 
my attention during my years at the SS Leadership office, also before I 
became a member or started working in the SS Main Leadership Office, I did 
hear anythin: about any such actions, 

e) Did you know that it was a fact thatunits of the Waffen SS vwerc 
participating in the activities of the Einsatzgroups? 

A No f} 

Q But, there were hundreds of them taking part in these murderous 
activities of these Einsatzgroupse 

Ihezrd of the cxistence ofthese units here in the wing of this 


- 


prison. During the war, I did not üivar the name of Einsatzgroups and I 
did not know anything "boub thems I also did not know that any SS men 
participateds 
Q Did you knw of the activitics for instance of Action Group 
DR. KOESSEL: I don't thi..- thatthis question is permissible 
since the witness says hc docs not know anything about the Einsatzgraups 
and thercfore cannot say he knew anything about that group. 
CAFTAIN TUBtIDY: That is what he is trying to find out 
BY IR. ELiNN JONES: 
Q You certainly know ‘of the activitics of Group A as therc were 
310 Wiaffen SS men in it? 
A I did not know anything = hot the least - nothing about any 
Binsatzgroups and not =bout Einsatzgroup \ either. 
Q as it surprise-you to know tnat there were 310 Tiaffen SS men 
in that 
not surprise me. because I r.ad it in the indictnent. 
you know that whenever there was any really brutal or ruthless 
action to be carried out, especially in the castern territory, that it was 
men from the Waffen SS selcceted for \ose tasks? 


This idea is completaly new to me. 


Q Ihe membership of the Waffen SS was a membership of muthless Nazi: 


was it not? 


Vne cannot speak, in my opinion, of the ruthlessness of the men 


2150 
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of the Waffen SS. Fromthe reports I had, 
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from the many field 
concerning the 


commanders, 
arge number of actions in 


which Waffen SS men 


I found out that the SS not oniy s.r ztly o 


participated, 
warfere, such as 


aD 


beyed the international rules of 
for instance, carrying back the wounded prisoners, ut they 


also within the scope of possibility attempted to aid and support the civi- 


lian population in the area as far as medical aid, etce, was concerned« 
a 
2 


Did you evsr her of Himnler!s Posen speech in 1913? 
Dj 


I know thatin Posen there was 


a 


meeting of higher members of the 
SS and even though T did not hear any further details about it, I can 
imagince ho held a specch therce 


Q Do you know what he said? 


I only know the excerpts which are 


ik 


Q Did you not hear cl ıportant event yourself in 1943 when 
you wer: at the headquarters of the Vaffen SS 


>) 


mentioned in the indictment, 


ER PR 
unat 1 


= 
+har nn HI ch 
that tne Alsher 


a meeting in 
-5 leaders 


rc there. I personally was not 
I did wt hear what the .2cn was about. 
Himmler was the indoctrinator of the SS. He was the Reichsfuehrer 
indoetrinated the SS, vas he 


Yes, Himmler 
of the 58. 


ns 


the chief of the SS was the second in command 


e) and the men of the ' 
Inat is one «f 


'affen SS would follow his tenschings to the last. 
the things theyvwere tausht - to follow implicit obedience to 
Himmler, were they not? 


I belonged to the SS since 1941 until the capitulation in 191,5 
and during that time I was never required 


to blind obedience, 


I did not 
consider my duty of obedience at any time greater than tht of any solcier. 


In the educ=tion of the employces under my command, I taught them time and 


time again that their obedience wasnot to be blind, but should be connected 
with sensibility. 


Q Let me read you what Hir. .r has to 


o say about blind obedience in 
his Fosen It is Document FT 1919, U. S. Exhibit 170 - Page 6 - 
Paragraph 2: 
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"I would like here to state something clcarly and unequivocally: 
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It is a matter of course that the littleman must obey.e It is even wre a 
matter of course that Al the senior leaders of the SS, that is,. the whole 
corps of Gruppenfuchrer, arc a model of blind obedience," 

That was taught to the SS, that was one of the basic principles 


of your existence in the SS, blind obedience to Hitler and Himmler, was it 


A No, I did no& know anyt!'r= like that. Ihada little larser sc 
of view and I did not know thatsuch .lind obedience was required,, I have 
known through the specsches and the deeress timt he spoke in a superlative 
and cxagzerated term. In my opinion Himmler had an infcriority complex 
which he tried to hide through a specially exat;erated strong apjearance, 

Ho had an inferiority complex which made hin the grentest murderer 
in human history, did ka not? 


If tie actions of Himmler, which 4 ws informed about after ihe 


capitulztion are connected with his inferiority complex, Ido not kn, 


do know that he rs the greatest murdercr history has 


gr.atest murderers of all times, tiert I 

am sure, but I cannot check it as to the mım 

He and teSS ursanizatio 
scientifically, millicns of human 

That he did that I am swc and there was enoush procf of it which 
was shown to the population of Germany, however, to what oxtent his orfaniza 
tion wasinvolved in this I am not clear todaye That some members of te SS 
did perticipate in these murders, I have scen throush these trials, but how 
far the organization as such was conmocted withit, I con!t knows I do know 
that at the time during the war I, that hada zery large view within the 
SS Main Leadershi» Office did not knw anything about any participation of 
the Waffen SS and f romtheproof that I have been siown now after the capitula- >» 
tion concerninz the participation of some small units of the Yınffen 5 in 
this, Icdo say tkattherse were only a very tiny part of the Waffen SS and 


that the organization as such cannot be blamed in this matter, 
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L imler wa lcader of the Waffen SS rıs he not? 


Hc was the model in belief, bcha s and opinion, was he not? 
No. Himmler was even beforc the war and cspecially during the 
war, not accepted or not aproved of by a large number of the hi sherSS 
leaderswhon I knew, The better they kncw him, the more they did not agree 
with hinse 
Did they take any sort of action against him to check themass 
killings that he was perpetrating? 
I did not even think about anrsuch thin: as I did not knar about 
the mass killings. 
Q Was there ever any rosistance in the SS a 
Himmler and you knew perfectly wei! at the policy w: 
As I had already stated before, there was ne kind of resistanc: 
if oniy by its decree, concerning Himmler!s opinions and some of the orcers 
I cannot say anything concerrinz these Acts, which you men- 
you mean the mass killings, about which I did not kur. 
matter. \hy is it that this formal rank in the 
What was the purpose of that? 
of rank was that the higher SS leaders, 
er ths command of Himzler and wicse 
activitics werc over a broad. area, at times nceeced military forcces. 
The reason for this rank was that in can ying out these military actions 
concerning which they had reccived orddrs, they needed at times mili tary 
units to aid them and in order to gct them they had to be soldiers, 
0) Men like üjbbentrop, he waszive in tl 5, was he 
“bbentrophad a rank in SS, but not in the Waffen SS. 
er words it was not a military rank, 


Q nal persons that werc given this formal 


give Zn oxamples Schellenberg tock over in 194! the militar. 


Yu 


counter intelligence, which was an office in the OKW and it was a command 


over military Torees. Since he needed a milit“ry rank to hold thatpositien, 


Himmler took the only possible way of giving him such a military rank by 


a 
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making him a brigadier general in the "affen SS - the SS Main Leadership 
office, without his having any insight or influence into the work of 
Schellenberz!s office. Iwant to alss point out that a higher SS lcader 
attempted very hard to receive such a rank in the Waffen SS since a rank 
in the iWoffen 55 zave him considerable prominence and good-will within the 


German people, That is how Kaltenhrunner, who was a superior to Schellen- 


ber;, received a military rank in the Waffen SS. Since the military office 


of the counter-intelli;ence with Schellenberg as its head werc under his 
command, therefore, this rank of Kaltenbrunner was purely formal but 

without the leadership of the Waffen SS having kind of influence on Kalten- 
brunnere In order tg prevent a misunderstanding, I want to point out 

that Kaltenbrunner received his r-... in theßaffen SS shortly before Schellen- 
berg dide Theone reason I can see for this is that he probably was not 
supposed to be hurt by the fact that Schellenberg received a rank before h. 


Ihe "ieffen SS was tho Nazi elite of the German armed forces, was 


The Waffen SS troopswere an elite of the army, but they were not 
a National Socialistic elite, The things they needed to be of the clite 
of the National Socialist Party in a political way, that was missing and 
wes incrcascd only due to the inerense in the Waffen SS during the war, 

Q The young men who were drafted in the "Taffen SS were proud to go 
into. this orsanization, wcrc they not? 

) That is without a doubt the case with re spect to those men who 
entered the Waffen SS voluntzrily, but these men that were drafted into 
the SS were very often against being drafted into the Waffen SS, The 
rcsson for this was that from the ry army reports it was evidence that 

as always the key point of battle. Tt was very casy 
reswning to figure out these wnits thersforse had a much greater percenta; & 


of casualties than other army units, 


Q “and the merale of the Waffen :5 was higher than in any other Germar 


No, 2 don!t say that as the army too had such elite units, which 
were basically formed ihe same insofar as the selection and volunteering 


cf recruits as the Waffen SS, 
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I have no further questions, 


CAFTAIN TUBRIDYs Any further questions? Dr. Koessel, do you have 


any nuestions? 

DR. KOERSEL: Nos 

CAFTAIN TUBRIDYe We are finished with this witness? We will 
have a recess for ten minutes, 


(The Commission recessed at 1130 hours) 


The foregoing is a true and cor.cet transcript of the testimony of 


JOACHIN RUOFF taken on 29 June 1916. 


TED TO: 
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Aatliche Nicdsrschrift der Zeau ennussagen 
über angeklaoste Orgnnisationen der vom in» 
ternationalen Militär;crichtshof an 13, März 
1946 'scnäss Porogroph 4 ernannten Komuission, 


} 


29, Juni 1946 10.00 - 10.40 Uhr 


CAPT, TUBRIDY 


achiun RUOFFPFP betritt den Verhandlunzsroun, 


und Kreuzverhör Aurel 





HRERTE ET: N MIN 


VORSITZENDER: Wollen e bitte Ihren vollen'Nönen : n{ ‚eben? 

ZEUGE: Joachin Ruo ff, 

VORSITZENDER: Erheben Sie bitte die rechte Hänä und sprechen $i 
mir diesen Eid ncch; 

"Ich schwöre bei Gott dem Allnächtissen und Allwissende 


N J 
n, UNSSs Li 


nichts verschw.isen und nichts hinzuset: 


nzch), 


onzentretionsloser, 
\er Sicherhsitspolizei und dcs ID, 


yergruppenführsrs von den 


77-5 L> 
F: PR 


SS-Führunsshauptantes, 
der Führunszsabteilun 


ı Dienstgreäd wrr Oberst der 


„ben Sie in Ihrer Dienststelle Einblick in alle grunäsätz- 
lichen Ansclerenheiten gehst ale die Waffen-S3:. betrafen? 
Jowohl, 
shreuptaut 
illone der Konzentrntions usbildun:sbefcehle 
ein, 


F; .t das SS-Führungsheuptant on die Kommandanturen 


nnnnm rm 2 
oaer WELC 


bataillone der Konzuntrrtions]la ‚ger Vorschriften über Behandlung 


Häftlinze erlassen? 


SS-Fiührunsshauptont on die Kommandanturen oder 
nzentretionslager Befehle über Entlossun; v 


2110 
u F ee 
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Sftlingen oder zur Tötung von Häftlinsen, erlassen? 
As Nein, 
F: Hnt das SS-Führungshauptant Tätiskeitsberichte der Konzen- 


r-Komnandanten und Zustonädsberichte aus den Lagern er- 


) 
Hat das SS-Führungshauptaut dns Recht oder die Pflicht sc 
hebt die Konzentrationslager zu überprüfen? 


4A: Nein, 


SS-Führungshauptaut Personalunterlagen über die Offi 


ziere besessen, die in den Ausbildungs= und Ersatzeinheiten der 
Woffen-SS dienten? 
As Jawohl, 
F; Hat das SS-Führunsshauptamt Pe £ gen-über die OI- 
fizicere bc lie in den Frontverbänden der Waf: SS dienten 
Jcwo} 


ua 


Hat das SS-Führungshauptaout Einfluss zchebt auf dic Offi- 
zicrsstellenbssetzung der Pr und Ersatzeinheiten der Waffen-S 
Jcwohl. 
SS-Führunsshauptent Personzlunterlagen 
ndantur-Personsl der Konzentrntionslager bes 
Nein, 
Hint das SS-Führungshauptaut Einfluss gehrbt auf die Ernenm 
Konzentrationslager-Kommandanten und seiner Gehilfen? 
Nein, 
int das SS-Führungshauptaut Einfluss gehmbt auf die Wachve:- 
bänle der Konzentrotionslaser? 
A: Nein, 
VORSITZENDER; Welche SS meinen Sie, Waffen-SS? Können Sie 
in Ihrör Fragestellung vielleicht klar uschen, dass Sie 
fen-SS demit meinen? 
DR, KÖSSL: Jawohl, 
F: Trugen die Wachverbände und das Kommen danturpersonal 


zentrntionslaser in Kriege die Uniforu der Waffen-SS? 
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üs Die Wachverbände der Konzentrationslager trucen Uniform der 
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Waffen-SS, Von dem Komaondanturpersonal weiss ich cos nicht, 

F: Wie kan es dann, dass das SS-Führungshauptant und das Kon- 
nmandosnt der Waffen-S® trotzdem nichts nit den Wachverbänden und 
nit den Komuendanturpersonal der Konzentrntionslaser zu tun hatt: 

4: Die Aufgabe der VWochverbände der Konzentrationslazer und di 


Aufgnbe des Kommandanturpersonals der Konzentrntionslinger war 


Aufzsbe der Waffen-SS, F 
Die Wachverbänle der Ronzentrationslager waren der Wnffen-SS nur 
rein äusscrlich und zus Zwecknässi koitszründen aı geschlossen, 

es auch Einzelpersonen, ie nur äusscrlich zur Waffen-SS 
gehörten, nzber keine Aufssben der Waffen-SS wahrnahmen und können 
Sie Beispiele dafür nennen? 

A: ra dicejenisen höheren $S= und Polizeiführer, dic Auf- 
geben in der Zartisanenbekänpfung und in Kricgsgefonsenenweser 
hetten, 

Sie bedurften zur Lösung dieser Aufgabe eins 
Rahmen dieser Aufgabe Hceeresverbände 

stellen unterstellt waren. 
“öslichke.it 
nen einen militärischen Rang zu verleihen wa ie, ihnen einen 
Rang der Waffen-S3 zu geben. Ausserien hat Himnlor zur Unzchung 
der UK-Stellung (U,K, heisst "unsbkörmlich", A, h, Befreiung von 
Frontdienst) Personen, die er in seinen Befe ‚>rceich verwenden 
wollte, einen Rang in der Waffen-SS verlichen, 
Alle dic Aufgaben, die-diese Persone n hatten, weren keine Aufsah 
Ser Waffen-SS, Deshalb hatte Ans SS-Führunrzshauptaut auch keinen 
Binfluss auf deren Tätigkeit, 
Das SS-Führunsshauptant blicb normalerweise überhaupt in Unkennt- 

von der Übernahme dieser Personen, 

Fi Sasten Sic, dass Sie Einblick in die Front= und 


heiten der Waffen-SS hatten? 


As Jcowohl, 


F: Damit mussten Sie zuch wissen, dcoss sich je eine Konpanice 


„2,12 
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Wnffon-SS bei den drei oder vier Einsntzgsruppen der Sicherhcits- 
polizei und des SD in Russirnd befund. Ist ds richtig? 

4a: Nein, dns wusste ich nicht. 

F; Wie koiiıt das? 

Ah: Das SS-Führunshauptant hatte keinen Einblick in üie Tätiz- 
keit Ass Reichssicherheitshruptantes. Mir ist deshrlb nie klar 
worden, dnss es überhaupt Einsatzgruppen der Sicherheitspolizei 
und dcs SD gab und welche ihre Tätickeit war. Ich wusste, und ZI 
hebe ich Ass in Jchre 1943 erfahren, dass 1941 drei oder vier Koi 
panien der Waffen-SS zuü militärischen Schutz von Polizeistäben 
absegcben worden wcoren, 

\ienn in den Einsntzgruppen ler Sicherheitspclizei und des SD, 
Waffen-S® war; dcan kann cs sie um diese drei oder vier Kol 
panien ;chandclt haben, 


4 


Der Misshrouch, &ur mit liesen Konpanıen der ünffen-SS retrichen 
wurc, ist nur da\lurch nöglich geworden, SS Ü: SS-Führungshau 

anıt von der tatsächlichen Tätickeit dioser Kompsnien in völliz 

Unkenntnis blichb, 

unter Eid, dass Sie ols 2 Aus SS-Führun:s 

Chef der Führun-srbteilunr des Komuandoantes der 
it der Einsntzgrup)en 

SY keins Kenntnis hatten? 

tte keine Kenninis, 
8 _Ffitvangsnauptant jemals Anweisungen besr 
tet, die speziell der Wnffen-SS Verbrechen gegen das Intsrnatio- 
nnle Krieesrecht oder gesen die Menschlichkeit im Sinnö der An- 
'ohlen oder auch nur nahe legten? 


Nein, 


F; Können Sie mir -ufgrund amtlicher Kenrtnis sagen, nach wi 


chen Bestiumunsen die Beförderungen in der Waffen-SS erfolgten? 


As Die Beförderungen erfolsten aufgrund der Heera@sdienstvor- 


sten Die Höheren SS= und Pokizeiführer dos Recht, Ersaot: 
und Fronteinheiten der Woffen-SS für ihre Zwecke einzusctzen? 


45 -WELN. 


2,13% 
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Konnten sie die Genchnirung hierzu erhalten? 

Jawohl, 

Velche besonderen Fälle waren das? 

Erstens konnten die Komnendostellen des Heercs an der Front, 
die ihnen unterstellen Truppentcile der VWnffen-SS Aen nit der Füh- 
rung der Prrtisenenbekämpfung Bemuftrogten zur Verfügung stellen, 
Zw.itens konnten Cie Höheren SS= und Polizeiführer, Ädcren Territ - 
rien zu Prrtisonenkenmpfschicten erklärt waren, also Einheiten der 
waffen-SS, die in diesen Gebieten laren, zum vorübergehenden kurs- 
fristisen Einsatz iu P rtisenenkaupf yeim SS-Führunsshauptant an- 
fordern, 

Da das SS-Führunzshauptaunt derarticc Anträse aus nilitärischen Grü 
den ablehnte, zusste, wenn @ic Höheren SS= und Polizeiführ:r nicht 
Ablehnung verzichtsten, immer eine Entscheidung 
herbeigeführt werden, 


einz n Fällen derartice, kurzfristige Einsätze 


S°-Führungshauptsut dem Chef dsr Bandenkaupfver 


Trupen uf Krisgsdauer oder weni stens uf länscere Zeit zur Ver- 


ae 7 


F: Wenn ich Sie recht verstanden habe konnte der Chof der Pen- 


\enkeupfverbände zuch auf den Wor über das Hcer zu den Trupyenver 


Hcer verfüste üb.r die ihm unterstellten Trupr 
ffen-SS in Einsatz vollständig. Die entsprechende K 
Sendostelle des Hceres konnte ohne irgendeinen Einfluss dos SS- 


Fülrunsshauptautes oder Himmlers jederzeit befehlen, dass, 


unterstellten Trup)enteile der ee im Partisanenk: 
setzt würden, Ein solchör Einsa wer ober schr selten, 
Komnmandostellen des Heeres ellurgrössten Wort darauf legten, 
Einheiten der Waffen-SS an der Front zur Verfügung zu hoben, 


F: Hatten jene Höheren $SS= und Polizeiführer, die den Titel, 


"Gensrel der \nffen-SS hatten", ein grösseres Recht über Einheiten 





IM MIN 
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acer Waffen-SS ihres Gebietes, als die sonsti. cn Höheren SS= und 
Polizeiführor? 

A: Nein, nit den Titel eines G.nerols der \.affen-SS waren noch 
keinerlei Befchlsbefurnisse gerenüber der Vaffen-SS verbunden, 

Fs Hatten Sie in Ihrur Dienststelle persönliche Berührung 
Bofehlshrber und Koivinndeuren der Fronteinhciten der 

A: Inden drci Johren, Z2ie ich in SS-Führun:shauptont Dienst 

tat, sin? nahezu alle Bofchlshrber und Höhere Komnendeure 


4 


fen-SS, sowie die höhsren Offiziere Acer Stäbe, in unregelnä 


4 


immer wieder bei mir zcwosen Und zwar sowohl 
EBrsntzgruppenteil, 
irronöwrenn von Ausrottunvcen von Bevölkerunzr 


n Verstössen gege. die Menschlichksit od 


DR. KÖSSL: Danke, ich habe keine Frage uchr, 


VR. ELVIN JONES: Was war des Verhältnis zwischen den 


-Totenkopfvorbände waren eine 
und unterstnniden den SS-Führuneshruptant 
ihrer Einclicderunz in lie kaffoen-SS, 
selbst Konzuntrntionslozer besucht? 
bin einmunl in dem Konzentrrtionsleger Oranienburg 
konn war das? 
Das war im Jehre 1941 und zwar in ersten Vierteljahr, Fe 
ler März, 


en 


Des wer, kurz bevor die Ausrottung der Juden anfing? 
Mir ist üher die Ausrottung der Juden nichts bek 
F: Wonn haben Sio zun orsten Male von der Ausrottung der 
gehört? ä 
A: Von der Ausrottung der Juden habe ich zun ersten Unle 
Ger Kapitulation gchört, 
sen Sie das allen Ernstcs? 


Jowohl, 





Da 


sebraucht, wa Leute iu 
sssen und zu erhän.,cn? 
bekannt, 
Kennen Sie SS-Generazlleutnant Jüttner der linffen-SS? 
das wer mein Chef iu SS-Führunzshauptaut, 
üÜberroscht wenn Sie sıren, dass lic SS 
ssung und Erhänrun:; von Personen in dcn beosctzten 
tun gehebt hst, Ich ıöchte Ihnen jetzt cincen 
Jüttner geschrichen worden ist aı 14, Ok“ 
1941. Es ist Dokuyxent 1972-FS5, USA 479. Er ij nn den Reichs 
führer 55 geschrichen und betrifft einen Bericht Über den zeren- 
w&rti;cn Stand dcs zivilen Ausnchuezustanie: 
Ich zitiorcs; "MM 
lähren anl h des zivilen Ausnarhnezustonles erstette ich 
enden Zwischenbericht: Zu Erschiessun:en "ezw, ‘zur Aufsicht- 
führung bei Erhän en werden in sexenseiti:-en Wechsel säintliche 


teillone der nffo S iu Protektorzt Böhnen und Mähren heranse- 


Ta 


zo, en. Es fanden bish: atts ji r2z 99 Erschiessungen, 

hänfunszen, in Brünn 54. Erschiessungen, 17 Erhänsuzen, inszesant 

191 Hinrichtun.en (hiervon 16 Juden). Ein ausführlicher Bericht 
Mrssnahnen und über des rhelten der Führsr, Unter 


llänner folgt nach Bernäigung des zivilen Ausnahüezu- 


»ffen-SS nichts mit den Terror in 
zu tun hatte 
Bericht us der Anklageschrift bekannt, D! 
in dem Bericht geschildert worden sind, 'hnben sich 


Dienstzeit im SS-Führungsshauptaunt abgespielt. In mein 


sehzen Dienstzeit in SS-Führun shauptaunt sinäü liese Vorgänze 


egenüber in keiner Form erwähnt worden, Ich habe nuch 
Schriftstück in dieser Dienstzeit ni zu Gesicht bekomien, Auc 
vor meiner Dienstzeit in SS-Führungshauptant habe ich über diese 
Vorfälle nicht dns Gerinsste erfahren, 

sen Sie, dass in Wirklichkeit Gruppen der Waffen-SS 


Aktionen der Einsstzsrupyen teilsenonaen hnben? 
-21,16- 
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N MIN 


Ar Nein 


F: Sie wissen doch, dass Hunderte von SS»Leuten an diesen nörde:i 


ischen Verfchren der Einsatzcrupysen teil enoriıen haben? 

A: Ich hebe erst jetzt und zwar mus ler Ankle;seschrift davon ge- 
hört, aber vor der Kapitulation wor nir, wie ich schon sagte, der 
Berriff Einsatzgrupne der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD unbekannt 
und nnturgenäss ehbensı Inss die Waffen-SS an diesen Einsntzgrun 
beteili.t war, 

F; Wussten Sie z. B, von der Aktivität der Einsatzirupye 

DR. KÖSSLs Ich glaube, Jess liese Froge’nicht uehr zulässig ist. 
Naochden der Zeure schon Sesngt hr anss er von den Einsatzgrupne 
nichts wisse, kann er nuch von der Binsrtzzrupne A nichts wissen, 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: Ich ssıe, dass die lage das Recht hat, den 
Zeu’en zu prüfen, 


Ges Kreuzverhörs! 
F: Erinnern Sie sich einiel eonz genau, Sie haben doch 
stin:t zewusst von der Eins“tzgruppe A; denn in ihr woren 


Männer? 


A: Ich wusste nichts, nicht das Gerin:ste überhaupt, nichts vor 
den ee nichts von einer Einsıtzzruppe 4, 
F: Überrescht os Sie ' wenn Sie 'hören, dAnss 340 SS=-Männer 
SATZETUD 
Des überrascht ni je icht veil ich das in der Ankla 
schrift gelesen 
Fs Ist es ni oO, dass irLmer, wenn eine besonders brutale 
nders in Osten ausgeführt werden musste,:es Leute der 
die dazu bestimüt wurden? 
ist mir völlig neu, 
eder der Waffen-SS waren doch unbaruherzi 
onalsozialisten? Ist das nicht wahr? 
A:. Nein. Von Unbarıherzirkeit kann in Zusammenhang nit den Ein- 
satz der Truppen der Weffen-SS meiner Auffassung nach nicht lie 


Rede sei 1, Fille von Einsätzen der Waffen-SS an der 


Truppe, wie ich zus sehr 
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. vielen Schilderungen der Kommandeure weiss, nicht nur nach den in- 
ternationalen Vereinbarunsen der verwundeten Gegner enfenoimien, 
sondern es darüber hinaus auch zls eine Selbstverständlichkeit e.n- 
gesehen, der Bevölkerung auch ärztliche Hilfe und sonstige Unter 
stützung im Rahnen der Möglichkeiten zukormen zu lassen, 

Hohen Sie je von Hiumlers Bosener Rade gehört ii Jchre 1943? 
As Ich wusste, üdzss in Posen eine Tagung hoher SS-Führer unter 
&er Leitungs von Himmler stattgefunden hat, und wenn ich nuch dar 
nichts an Einzelheiten gehört hebe, war es wir doch klar, dass er 
dort eine Rede gehalten hst, 
F: Wissen Sie, was er gesagt hat? 
A: Ich kenne nur die Auszüre, lie in de seschrift ver- 
öffentlicht sinü, 
> ia Hauptgusrtier der Waffen-SS waren, 
„Anlass rchört? 
alundG war, sagte ich schon, und das 
-Führer dort waren, Ich selbst war nicht dort und habe 
iher „ehört, was do FOSp en wurle, 
der Doktrinen der SS, 
eitende Person de als Reichsführer der SS? Nicht wahr 


alor wer a Reichsführer SS der zweithöchste Vorzesetzt 


F: Und die Männer der Wnffen-SS he! tie Befehle Himaleors blin 
befalst? Da vor do einer der wi igsten Grundsätze der SS, das 
den Befehlen vollkomien 
habe seit 1931 der SS ansehört bis zur Krpitulation, In 
ganzen Zeit ist niemals an mich die Forderung zu blinden 
ellt worden, Ich habe nich nie zu einer schärferen 
orsanm verpflichtet gefiihlt, als sie jeder Soldat zur 
Pflicht het, Ich habe in der Erziehung der mir unterstellten An- 
gehörigen der Wa affen-S? zorndezu sefordert, dass der Gehöorsan 
nicht irgendwie blind sein dürfe, sondern mit Vernunft vorbunden. 
R: Ich nöchte Ihnen vorlesen, wns Himmler in dieser Rede 
hnt über den blinden Gehorsau, Es ist PS-1919, US 170, Scite 


Abschnitt 2; 21, 12= 





Im 


"Ich möchte hier etwas klar und eindeutig aussprechen; 
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dass der kleine Mann sgehorchen muss, ist sclbstverständ- 

lich, Noch selbstverstänälicher ist es, dass alle hohen 

Führer der SS, also das sonze Gruppenführerkorps Vor- 

bild des bedingunsslosen Gehorsans sind," 

Das wurde doch jeden Mitglied der SS gelehrt? Das wor doch eines 
der Grunlprinzipien der Mitglieder der SS: Blinder Gehorsmu zu 
Hinzler und Hitler? 

As Nein, nir ist das nicht bekannt und ich habe einen schr SrO 
sen Gesichtskreis schabt, dass blinder Gehorsau gefordert wurde, 
Mir ist zus vielen Äusserun:en und dienstlichen Entscheidungen 
Hiruilers bekennt, dass er es schr liebte, in Superlativen und Über- 
Übertreibungen zu sprechen, Er hatte noch der Auffassung, die ich 
gewonnen hcobe, Minderwertiskeitskomplexe und versuchte diese dur.ü 
eine übertriebene, forsche Art des Auftretens zu verbergen, 

Er hatte den Minderwertiegkeitskouplex, der ihn zun <rö ssster 
ller Zeiten inchte? Nicht wahr? 
Ob diese Taten Hirwüilers, die mir nach der Kepitulation be 
rien sind, nmassgebend nit seinen Minderwertickeitskone 
enhän’en, kann ich nicht beurteilen, 

F: Aber Sie wissen doch und Sie wissen es jetzt, dass Himnler 

der grösste Mörder aller Zeiten war? 
At Dass er einer der grössten Mörder aller Zeiten war, 
für nich fest. Rein zahlennässigr kann ich das nicht überprüfcn, 

F: Er unä die S® ormordeten Kkaltblütig und nach genauen Plär 
Millionen und Millionen von Menschen? 

A: Dass er das tat, ist mir klar; denn dafür hat das deutsche 
Volk nach der Kapitulation : genügend Beweise erhalten, Inwieweit 
die Orsanisation der 83 daren beteiligt war, das ist nir haute 
weitschend unkler, Dass einzelne Angehörise der SS daran betei!: 

Gas ist mir aus den Verlauf dieses Prozesses hier bekonni, 
Aber die Organisation im Ganzen kenn meiner Auffassunz nach nit 


diesen Massennorden nicht in Verbindung kebracht werden, da inshc- 


sondere die Waffen-SS, die ich eigentlich “chobt hebe, an diesen 
-2,19- 
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Exzessen nnch meiner danelisen Kenntnis überhaupt nicht beteiligt 
war, und heute konn ich nur sascn, dass das Ausmass, in den dic 
Führung der Waffen-SS und lie Orgenisation der Waffen-SS, daran 
beteiligt war, zehlenuässig zu ler Gesantheit der Vaffon-8$ in 
einem winzisen Verhältnis steht, 

Hi.wıler war der Führer der Waffen-SS? 


Jos 


Er wer das Vorbild von Glaube und Gehorsan nach seincr 


Nein, Himniler wurde 


während les Krieges in imier stzirenden Messe von einer schr zros- 


> 


7 


sen Anzahl (A. nir bekannten höshen SS-Führer, zun Teil in rerinrer 
, & 

zwı Teil in stärkerer und zun Teil in schr starker Forn ebgelehnt, 

Je genmuer sie ihn konnten, desto schärfer lehnten sie ihn ob, 


en, wu diese Massenuorde von ihn 


iinen, etwas dieshezürli- 
zu tun, weil ni ‚Jese Massennorde nicht bekannt waren, 
wussten Sie jemals ın einen Wide ınd dcr hohen SS» 
Hinüler, gegen seine Iderle und segen seine Taten, fie 
genau wussten? 


a 


selbstverständlich, wie ich vorhin schon sagte, einc 
unterschiedllichen Widerstand zgezen Himulers Ansichten 


en Befehle, die er erliess, Da mit den Taten, wie ice 


„ie Massennorde und die demit verwandten Dinge feneint 
kann ich darüber nichts saz;e weil ich von diesen Taten nichts 
wusste, 

eine letzte Fraxe: Warun wurden die Rangverleihun-en 
in der Woffen-SS an Führer der Nstionalsozinlisten verliehen? 
ves wor der Grund defür? 
A: Der Grund für diese ongverleihungen war der, dass diejeni‘: 
höheren SS-Führer oder überhaupt SS-Führer, die il. Befehlsbcereich 
Hiunlers, der jx vollständig verschiedenartire Sparten uüufasste, 


irgendeine militärische Aufgabe überna nen, zur Lösun: dieser 


2,20 
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gebe einen militärischen Rang benöti.t woi hnen nach der No- 
tur der Aufgsbe Truppenteile oder Die dcs Heeres dauernd 
oder zeitweise unterstellt wurden und weil sie dann Vorseset: 
E- 


te der Soldsten sein u 


Leute, wie Ribbentrop,z. 


hatten doch cinen Rang in der SS 


Der hatte, soviel ich weiss, einen Rang in der SP, eber nic! 


wer also kein militärischer Rens, 


die Personen, se foriielle Mitzlicl- 


in der VWoffen-SS bekruüoen? 


r 
o 


as Darf ich ein ispiel nennen? Schellenherz übernchn 
1944, Ende 1944 gloube ich, chc Abwehr, 
Dienststelle en ihn militärische 
Vohr“nce ‚cn Dienststellen der Vichruncht, Aus 
ni 


wrundlc erhielt einen nilitärischen Rang, und de di 


Mörlichkseit in Hiiwlers Befehlsbcreich ihn einen nilitäri- 
ihr: einen Rarx 


Genernla 


on, 
in der Waffen-SS 
cin sutes Anschen 


orzses.tzter von 


Dienststoll: 
"ehörte ouch 
die Orzonisation 


TEEN 
Binfluss, 


eine 


sollte . 


ielistische Elite 
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As Die -Wnffen-SS war keine nationelsozirlistisel Garde, 


eine nilitärische Elite. Das, uns dazu gehört hal würde, sie zu 


einer Elite in politischer Hinsicht, in Sinne des Naxtionalsozinlis- 
u machen, dns fehlte ihr weitgehend von Anfang an und dieses 
Fehlen wurlc während des Kriescs durch die un;cheure Aufblähung 
Taffen-S® nur immer Erösser. 
Die junven Deufschen, «ie in die Waffen-SS einscezoren wurl 
weren stolz, in diese Elite zu kommen, 
A: Das trifft zweifellos für "iejeniren, züjsdie der Waffen-8$ 


wirklich freiwillig beigetreten d. Aber liejeni:'en, 


e 


7 


zoren wurden, waren oft schr Ängessen, 

Unä zwer ist das darnuf zurückzuführen, dass das ranze dsutsche 
Volk nus den Hecresberichten wusste, dass 

den Brannpunkten des Kripfes ein’csctzt wurde, 

sonz nstürliche Schlussfol ine verbunden wur 

luste in der Wnffen-SS sehr zsross sein müssen, 


Morsl und die Disziplin der Waffoen-SS 


in einer nndoren Abteilung der 


will ich nich scen, denn dos Heer hatte 
gute, Elitevorbände je in wesentlichen nzch denselben Prinzipien 


Cer Auswehl und der Freiwillickeit, wie Zie Vaffen-SS, zusaa 


MR. EIWIN JONES: Ich habe keine weiteren Fragen, 

VERTEIDIGER: Ich hebe such keine weiteren Fragen, 
IDTAM 7 ar rayn a5 h Zur > \ 
TUBRINDY: Der Zeuge kann sich zurückzich 


eine Pruse von 10 Minuten, 


Das Vorstchende ist cine wohreo ı richtige Niedc 


NL 


29, Juni 1946, 


Unterschrichen: 


willy Kra atzsch 
Gerichtssten :norraph 


Joseph F, Tubridy 


Beruftr- Tor. 
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